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[ETTER TO THE EDITOR
ntimicrobial  resistance  (AMR)  and
he United  Nations  (UN)
The true  threat  of  antimicrobial  resistance  (AMR)
as revealed  to  all  in  the  World  Health  Organiza-
ion’s (WHO)  2014  global  report  on  AMR  surveillance
1].  The  following  year  the  WHO  then  launched  its
esponse plan,  the  Global  Action  Plan  on  Antimi-
robial Resistance  in  coordination  with  the  Food
nd Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations
FAO) and  the  World  Organisation  for  Animal  Health
OIE) [2].  The  threat  is  present  not  only  in  the  MENA
Middle  East  and  North  Africa)  region,  but  through-
ut the  world  [3—5].  The  (US)  Centers  for  Disease
ontrol and  Prevention  (CDC)  currently  identify  18
rug-resistant  threats  to  the  US,  which  in  its  haz-
rd classiﬁcation  schema  are  deﬁned  as  ‘‘Urgent
hreats’’, ‘‘Serious  Threats’’,  and  ‘‘Concerning’’
6].  To  help  quantify  the  danger  posed,  it  is
orth noting  that  the  WHO  estimate  that  in  2014
lone there  were  480,000  new  cases  of  multidrug-
esistant tuberculosis  (MDR-TB)  [5]. AMR  presents  a
eal and  growing  threat  notably  in  relation  to  HIV,
alaria,  pneumonia,  gonorrhea,  and  a  variety  of
ost-operative  infections  [5].
Individual governments  are  already  looking  at
his issue  seriously  [7], but  perhaps  the  greatest
ope for  the  future  in  response  to  the  AMR  threat
ies in  the  recent  United  Nation’s  (UN)  statement
ommitting national  leaders  to  combat  AMR  through
oordinated  multi-sectoral  approaches.  [8]. This
tatement  resulted  from  a  meeting  held  on  the
1st September  2016  that  took  place  at  the  UN
uilding in  New  York,  and  was  convened  by  the
resident of  the  71st  session  of  the  UN  General
ssembly, H.E.  Peter  Thomson.  This  has  particu-
ar signiﬁcance,  as  it  is  only  the  4th  time  that  a
ealth  issue  has  been  examined  by  the  UN  General
ssembly (other  issues  addressed  have  included  HIV
nd non-communicable  diseases).  This  intervention
uilds  on  the  foundation  of  the  recent  UN  Mission
or Ebola  Emergency  Response  (UNMEER)  in  west
frica [9].
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876-0341/© 2016 King Saud Bin Abdulaziz University for Health ScieThe  real  and  lasting  signiﬁcance  of  the  UNMEER
ission is  I believe  often  over-looked.  Its  ultimate
mportance lies,  not  so  much  in  its  response  to  the
ery real  threat  of  Ebola,  but  rather  as  a precedent
f a UN  mission  leading  an  international  response
o health  issues  in  our  increasingly  interconnected,
utually dependent  and  fragile  world.  With  at  least
 little  optimism  I look  forward  to  hearing  the
lanned update  at  the  UN  General  Assembly  on  a
oordinated  global  response  to  AMR  in  September
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